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It has been another busy and positive week at St Stephen’s, and it has been lovely to see the children 

continuing to settle into the new school year. There is already a real sense of purpose around school, with lots 

of fantastic learning taking place.

A big thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our Meet the Teacher sessions this week. We hope 

you found the sessions useful and that they gave you a clear picture of what your child can expect this year, 

as well as how you can support their learning at home. All of the information from the sessions should now 

have been shared with you via ClassDojo or email. Please take some time to read through the information 

carefully. If you have any questions or would like anything clarified, please contact your child’s class teacher, 

who will be happy to help.

A Couple of Reminders

Please remember to use SchoolGrid to order your child’s school meals in advance. Ordering ahead helps 

ensure that children receive their preferred meal choice and supports the smooth running of our lunchtime 

provision. We would also ask all parents and carers to log in to Arbor and check that the information we hold 

for your child is accurate and up to date. In particular, please check your contact details, emergency contacts 

and medical information. It is really important that we are able to contact you when needed and that we have 

the most current information about your child.

 Upcoming Dates & Events

Monday 21st September – Reception Phonics Workshop - Reception parents and carers are invited to 

our Phonics Workshop from 3:30–4:00pm. This will be a useful opportunity to find out more about how we 

teach phonics at St Stephen’s and how you can support your child with reading at home.

Thursday 24th September – Individual Photo Day 

Individual school photographs will take place throughout the morning. If you would like a family photograph 

including a sibling who does not attend St Stephen’s, please queue outside the School Hall entrance on 

Chappell Road and we will be happy to facilitate this. Photographs of siblings who all attend St Stephen’s will 

be organised during the school day.

Friday 25th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us in the School Hall from 9:00–9:45am for our Macmillan Coffee 

Morning. Come along for a coffee, a cake and a chat while helping us raise money for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. Donations will be warmly welcomed. All children will also have the opportunity to enjoy a cake during 

the day in return for a small donation.

A note about allergies: To help us keep everyone safe, please ensure that any cakes donated to school are 

clearly labelled with a full list of ingredients and allergens. Please do not send in any homemade cakes or 

cakes without clear allergen information. We will ensure that children with known allergies or dietary 

requirements are provided with an appropriate alternative wherever possible.

Friday 25th September – European Day of Languages 

Ahead of the European Day of Languages on 26th September, we will be holding a Spanish Theme Day in 

school. Children will take part in a variety of Spanish-themed activities throughout the day, celebrating the 

language and culture of Spain. To help us bring a little Spanish colour to St Stephen’s, children are welcome 

to come to school dressed in the colours of the Spanish flag – red and yellow.

Enjoy your weekend! Mr. Lavin, Headteacher.
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Week Beginning 28th September 2026

Date Event

28.09.26
EYFS Open Evening 
(3.30pm - 4.30pm)

30.09.26 Bikeability - 6DF

01.10.26 Bikeability - 6DF

01.10.26 6HG Class Assembly

02.10.26 Reception and Year 6 Mass

Week Beginning 21st September 2026

Date Event

21.09.26
Reception Phonics 
Workshop for Parents 
(3.30pm - 4pm)

24.09.26 Individual Photographs

25.09.26 Macmillan Coffee Morning

25.09.26
European Languages Day 
(26.9.26) Spanish Theme 
Day

Week Beginning 5th October 2026

Date Event

07.10.26 Bikeability – 6HG

08.10.26 Bikeability – 6HG

08.10.26 5AL Class Assembly

09.10.26 Hello Yellow Day

09.10.26 Years 4 and 5 Mass

Week Beginning 12th October 2026

Date Event

13.10.26 Stay and Pray – 6HG

14.10.26 Stay and pray – 6DF

15.10.26 Parents Evening

16.10.26 Whole School Mass

16.10.26 Years 3 Poetry Trip (AM)

16.10.26 Break the Rules Day

16.10.26 School closes for half term















Mission Statement

‘Love one another, as I have loved you. ’ John 13:34 

WEBSITE: www.stsrcp.school     TEL: 0161 370 2071

#teamststephe
ns

St Stephen’s RCP Weekly Newsletter

‘Every child, every chance, every day!’

Dates for YOUR calendar BE READY |   BE RESPECTFUL |   BE SAFE  | 
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Heart to Heart with Fr Callistus: The Power of Encouragement
Sometimes, we don’t realise how much our words can mean to a child.

A simple “Well done”, “I’m proud of you”, “Keep trying”, “I know you can do it” 

etc. These may sound like little things, but they can stay with a child for a very 
long time. As parents and teachers, we naturally notice the things that need 

correcting, but we should also remember to notice the good things.
I think this is something Jesus did very well. He saw people with all their 
weaknesses and mistakes, but He also saw what they could become. So, 

perhaps this, let us try to encourage our children a little more. Notice their 
effort, thank them when they help, tell them when they have done something 

well and when they get something wrong, help them understand that one 
mistake does not define them. You never know; a few encouraging words from 

you today might be something they remember many years from now. God 

bless our children, our families and all our teachers.
Fr  Callistus.

 September Prayer
Dear God,

Thank You for a new school year.
Bless us with happy hearts, 

curious minds and kind words.
Help us to learn, grow and care 

for one another.
Give us courage when things are 

difficult
and joy in every new beginning.

Amen. 

Congratualtions to Tillie 
in Year 3 who has been 
showing human dignity 
within the classroom! 

Well done Tillie for 
working hard!









This week in Nursery, we have loved exploring the story of The Three Little Pigs. 
The children enjoyed retelling the story using the props in our tuff tray, including straw, sticks, 
bricks, the three little pigs and the Big Bad Wolf. Our playdough area was especially popular, 

where the children used their creativity to make their own pigs, adding curly pipe-cleaner 
tails, button eyes and pink button noses. We have also been busy collaging pictures of the 

Three Little Pigs, Mummy Pig and the Big Bad Wolf for our wonderful class display. In Phonics, 
we focused on the nursery rhyme The Wheels on the Bus, sang our new phonics song, Bertha 

the Bus, and listened carefully to identify a variety of animal sounds.
In Math's, we explored colours and enjoyed singing lots of our favourite number songs. We 

have continued developing our mark-making and early writing skills through energetic 
playdough discos and by practising a range of pre-writing lines and patterns. During our 

special Prayer and Liturgy time, the children listened to and joined in beautifully with our 
special songs. This week, we particularly enjoyed listening to Magic Penny and Joy, Joy, Joy. 

What another busy and enjoyable week we have had in Nursery!

What a fantastic second week we have had in Reception! The children have all settled into our 
routines well and it has been lovely to see them becoming more confident and independent as 

the week has gone on. 
In Literacy, we continued exploring our story Monkey Puzzle. The children created a story map 

to help us remember the different parts of the story and we also created actions to go 
alongside the story to help us retell it. The children have really enjoyed joining in with the story 

and using the actions to help them remember what happens. 
In Maths, we looked at finding matches and talked about how we know when two things are a 
match. The children had lots of opportunities to explain why they thought different objects or 

pictures matched. 
In RE, we continued learning about the Creation story and the children learnt that God made 
everything and that He said it was good. We talked about some of the wonderful things God 

has created and how these things can make us say “WOW!” It has been lovely to see the 
children growing in confidence and becoming more familiar with our classroom, routines and 

expectations. We are very proud of how well they have settled into Reception and we are 
looking forward to another exciting week together.



Year 1 have had another fantastic week of learning! In Maths, we 
have been ordering numbers to 10 from largest to smallest. In 
English, we used Colourful Semantics to create our own "I can..." 
sentences. In History, we learnt about William the Conqueror, the 
first Norman king of England. In Science, we explored the different 
parts of a plant and their jobs. In PSHE, we discussed what kindness 
looks like in school and how we can show it every day. In RE, we 
learnt about the Creation Story and created pictures to represent 
different parts of it. Well done, Year 1, for all your hard work this 
week!

Question: Can you name the four main parts of a plant? 

What a super week we have had in Year 2! In Maths, we have been 
learning about multiples of 10 and put our knowledge into practice 
during a fun shopping activity, where we worked out how much fruit 
we could buy for 50p. In English, we learned about nouns and verbs 
and used them to write some super sentences. In History, we 
explored how the Great Fire of London started and what happened 
during this important event. Finally, in RE, we looked at the story of 
Noah’s Ark and discussed some of the key events and messages 
within the story. Well done, Year 2, for another fantastic week! Keep 
up the amazing work! 
Question: What caused the Great Fire of London?
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It has been another busy week in Year 3. In Maths, we have completed our 

revision of mental addition and subtraction strategies, moving on to the place of 

three digit numbers. In English, we wrote a fantastic short burst write inspired by 

a clip from the film Early Man. The children worked hard to include different 
sentence types as they recounted how the Stone Age camp was attacked by a 

woolly mammoth in bronze amour, signalling the start of the Bronze Age! In 

Science, we began our unit on Rocks by exploring different rocks, drawing them 

and describing their properties. In RE, we continued our work on the Creation 

story by thinking about what it means to be made ‘in the image and likeness of 
God’. We thought about what it means to love your neighbour and how we can 

live this out at both home and school. Finally, we ended the week by leading 

Years 1, 2 and 3 in a beautiful Mass with the theme of kindness.

Question: How could you describe the properties of granite?

What a wonderfully busy week we have had in Year 4! The children have worked incredibly hard 
across all areas of their learning, showing fantastic perseverance, enthusiasm and a positive 

attitude towards new challenges. In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of column 
addition, including exchanging through the ones and tens columns. The children have shown great 
resilience when tackling tricky problems, and we are incredibly proud of their efforts. In English, we 

have been exploring how to enhance our writing through expanded noun phrases and adverbs. 
Using colourful semantics, the children have practised placing adverbs after a verb as well as at the 
beginning of a sentence. We concluded the week with a short burst write, allowing the children to 

apply their learning and showcase their understanding. In History, we have been learning about the 
importance of the River Nile to the people of Ancient Egypt, exploring its role in irrigation, farming 

and daily life. On Wednesday, both classes enjoyed a fantastic Forest School session with Mrs 
Artingstall. Despite the drizzly weather, the children took part in a nature search-and-find activity, 
identifying different shapes, colours, textures and sounds before using clay to sculpt snails inspired 

by those they discovered in the forest. It was lovely to see them embracing the outdoors and 
expressing their creativity. A huge well done to all of Year 4!

Question: When we are talking about the forest, what does the word deciduous mean?
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We have had another fantastic week in Year 6!

In Maths, we have been working on our arithmetic skills, specifically the four operations. We have been 

incredibly impressed by how the children have applied themselves and followed the steps of each calculation. 

These key skills underpin all other areas of Maths and will allow us to feel more confident and flourish in the 

rest of our Maths curriculum.

In English, we have been writing recounts of 'lava' from different characters points of view. The children used 

multi clause sentences and thought about how they could 'show not tell' to express and convey emotion.

In History, we focused on what life was like on the Home Front during WWII. We looked into evacuation, 

exploring why it was necessary, where children went, and the kinds of experience they had in their new 

surroundings. We also compared the advantages and disadvantages of the different air raid shelters that were 

available to those who stayed at home.

Our R.E. work centred around the creation story, exploring what is meant by etiologies and how they are used 

throughout the Bible. The children were able to use the scripture from Genesis to interpret the messages within 

and identify why we should be thankful to God.

Question: What were the three main shelter options available to people living in cities during 

World War II?

It has been another jam-packed week in Year 5! 

In English, we have been blown away with the children’s enthusiasm for learning. This week, we have been 

planned our supported blurb writing, and it was genuinely lovely seeing the children’s excitement for starting to 

write it on Thursday! We can’t wait to see the children’s independent piece of writing next week. 

In Maths, we have been calculating with decimals and using the column method to solve addition and 

subtraction problems with numbers that have tenths. 

In R.E, we have learnt about God’s covenant with Moses. We analysed and compared two pieces of artwork 

about this, and re-told the story as a diary entry from the perspective of an Israelite. 

In History, the children were fascinated in researching Ancient Mayan cities and located them on a map. They 

also learnt about where the Ancient Maya period is on a historical timeline, and ordered key events of the 

Mayan civilization. 

In our Behaviour Curriculum, we discussed the meaning of influence and how we can positively influence 

others. This also linked to our PSHE lesson about choices and responsibility. 

Question: What is God’s covenant with Moses?
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We have had a fantastic week filled with lots of fun, learning and 
opportunities to explore. The children have particularly enjoyed water play 

outdoors, parachute games and lots of 1:1 Intensive Interaction. 
We have also been really impressed with how engaged the children have 

been during our Attention Autism Bucket Time! They are beginning to show 
a lovely understanding of our class routines and are becoming more 

confident in following them each day.
It has been wonderful to see their progress, engagement and growing 

confidence throughout the week. 
The children have particularly enjoyed singing and dancing to Sleeping 

Bunnies.

We have had a lovely week in Thrive this week and we can see friendships really 
beginning to flourish!

In Literacy, we have been practising building sentences including function words and 
adding detail to our writing about the animals we have drawn from Dear Zoo. We have 
explored measuring lengths of playdough snakes and the weight of our zoo animals in 

Maths.
We have had P.E, made playdough and decorated biscuits this week, which has further 
embedded our numeracy and literacy skills and developed our gross motor, social and 

emotional skills.
We started our Attention Autism sessions this week and have had a lovely time with 

shaving foam, paint, bubbles, sprinkles, colours and music.
Finally, we began Forest School this afternoon and got a bit messy – enjoy a good rest, 

Thrive children!
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