OUR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

( Friday 25th September 2026 )

Our Vision Our Mission
Every child, Love one another,
every chance, every day. as I have loved you.
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(/" Another busy week has flown by at St Stephen’s!

I would like to begin by saying a huge thank you to all of our parents and carers who joined us for our
Macmillan Coffee Moming this morning. It was lovely to welcome so many of you into school and to see
our community coming together to support such an important cause. ‘

Thank you also to everyone who generously donated cakes and contributed towards the money raised. We
really do appreciate your continued generosity and support.

As we head into the final week of September, there is plenty to look forward to next week, including Poetry
Week, our Year of St Francis Celebration Week, Bikeability, our EYFS Open Evening and Year 6HG's Class |
Assembly.

Special Themed School Dinner — Thursday 1st October
On Thursday 1st October, Taylor Shaw, our school catering provider, will be serving a special themed
menu. This is a great opportunity for children to give our school dinners a try for the day!

. We would particularly encourage families with children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to take advantage
of the offer, as all children in these year groups are entitled to a free school meal through Universal Infant
Free School Meals. Why not let them try it for the day? It's completely free! Making use of these free meals \
also supports our school, so we would really encourage our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 families to take |
advantage of their entitlement. To order, simply log in to your child’s School Grid account and select their H
meal for Thursday 1st October. Children in other year groups are also very welcome to enjoy the special
menu. Meals can be ordered as usual through School Grid. Please speak to the school office if you require \

|| any further information. The special menu has been shared on ClassDojo. \

= Dates for Your Diary
Monday 28th September
| Poetry Week begins
4 Year of St Francis Celebration Week begins “
=" EYFS Open Evening — 3:30pm—4:30pm - We look forward to welcoming prospective families into St
Stephen’s to see our EYFS provision and find out more about starting their journey with us.
Wednesday 30th September
4% 6DF — Bikeability
Thursday 1st October
#& 6DF — Bikeability
2 Year 6HG Class Assembly — 9:05am, School Hall - Families of children in Year 6HG are warmly invited
to join us.
| @ Black History Month begins !
* National Poetry Day |
Taylor Shaw Special Themed Menu

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of St Stephen’s. I hope all of our children and families
have a lovely weekend.

Mr C Lavin
Headteacher ‘
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Week Beginning 28th September 2026

Week Beginning 12th October 2026

Date Event Date Event

28.09.26 '(5;' ';%:ﬁ“f;’g::}? 13.10.26 | Stay and Pray — 6HG

30.09.26 | Bikeability - 6DF 14.10.26 | Stay and pray — 6DF

01.10.26 | Bikeability - 6DF 15.10.26 | Parents Evening

01.10.26 | 6HG Class Assembly 16.10.26 | Whole School Mass

16.10.26 | Years 3 Poetry Trip (AM)

Week Beginning 5th October 2026

Date Event 16.10.26 | Break the Rules Day

07.10.26 | Bikeability — 6HG 16.10.26 | School closes for half term

08.10.26 | Bikeability — 6HG

08.10.26 | 5AL Class Assembly

09.10.26 | Hello Yellow Day

09.10.26 | Years 4 and 5 Mass
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Please help us keep every child safe.

We have children in school with serious nut allergies.
Even a small amount of nuts can cause a severe allergic reaction.

| "INGREDIENTS:

May contaih nuts

Please do not send This includes Please check
nuts or products packed lunches, snacks, food labels carefully
containing nuts treats and food brought before sending items
into school. in for special occasions. into school.
Please avoid:

Peanuts Tree nuts Nut bars Nut spreads Nut-containing
(e.g. almonds, hazelnuts, (e.g. peanut butter, chocolates, cakes
\ cashews, walnuts) Nutella) and biscuits y

_THANK YOU FOR HELPING US
~, KEEP EVERY CHILD SAFE Wc

—— Every child, Every chance, Every day. ——




~APPLY FOR  / wore '~

JFREE "

SCHOOL MEALS

ELIGIBLE!
FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS &
FROM SEPT 26

ALL FAMILIES MUST COMPLETE |
A NEW ELIGIBILITY CHECK

FOR SEPTEMBER 2026,
INCLUDING THOSE CURRENTLY RECEIVING
FREE SCHOOL MEALS.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————

,—————————— — — -

A qwck e(lgcbdcty check could mean: ’

FREE MEALS ADDITIONAL EXTRA SUPPORT

FOR ELIGIBLE FUNDING THAT HELPS OUR SCHOOL
STUDENTS TO SUPPORT PROVIDE THE BEST FOR
STUDENTS ALL CHILDREN

. ~' APPLY ONLINE TODAY! =
https://fsm.lgfl. net/app

It only *akes a few minutes and could make a bzg difference




Cornerstone & 0 ot siee o smp B

Caritas Diocese of Salford EXCELLENCE » SERVICE

~Harvest ¥
collectlon !

During this Harvest season, we are asking
our school community to come together
to collect for Cornerstones.

Items collected will be donated to the Cornerstones Centre
where support is provided for those who are homeless.

Tea, Coffee, Tins, Pasta, Toiletries
Sugar Rice

2= 8- G
Week beginning Week beginning Week beginning
21st September 2026 28th September 2026 5th October 2026

Thank you for supporting our mission to _
3

TOONPASIE

JOHN 15:12

;Z/ ‘love one another as I have loved you’

SUPPORTING
OUR COMMUNITY

HELPING
THOSE IN NEED

BUILDING A
BRIGHTER TOMORROW
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COMPASSION AMBITION REJOICE EXCELLENCE SERVICE
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EMMAUS

‘ ’ ‘ CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST

ST STEPHEN'S
RC PRIMARY

Call us for more info
0161 370 2071

¥ Nursery September 2026 Intake ¥

We're excited to share that we have places available in our Nursery
Class for September 2026! -*
We would love to welcome you and your family to St Stephen'’s, show
you around, and give you a feel for our happy and nurturing school
communit
Please get in touch with the school of¥ice to arrange a visit—we can't
wait to meet you! i

Chappell Road, Droylsden www.stsrcp.school admin@stsrcp.co.uk



ce\ebrating Our Stars
We are so proud of yoy/

.’ﬁ 25> Readers ¢ | 42 wot Chocolate

of the Week m 7 triday Winner %

Italia & Yohan Nursery Taryn & Sophina

RNE | Grace | RNE Beau

RAB | Ella yf RAB Esme

vice | Betsy | Y1cP Layla-Mai

vis | Maddox ‘} YILB Arla

Y2DS Annie | Y2DS Axel James

vamw | Harlow | Y2MW Wyatt

Y3oR | Leon-Gabriel | | Y30R Denis

vaiw | Tommy Y3LH Harmony

vae8 | Ronnie = Y4GB Thomas

vals | Poppy-Kay Y4Ls Ivy

Y5LT Samiat : Y5LT Milliane

vsaL | Panagiotis f YSAL Sajjad

veHe | Ebony | Y6HG  Alexandra

véoF [ Rocco | Y6DF Roman
TLCFoundations | Merlin | TLCFoundations ~ ASa

TicThrive | Felicity | TLC Thrive Isla




~ wore of Our Sty 3

9z Writing Stq, 4

Nursery
RNE
RAB
YiCP
YiLB

Y2DS
Y2MW
Y30R
Y3LH
Y4GB
Y4LS
YSLT
YSAL
Y6HG

Y6DF

TLC Foundations

TLC Thrive

Georgie-Joe & Freya |

Chance

" Noah

Rinsola

Danvit

Alice
Nova
Gadiel

Oreofeoluwa

_ Scarlett

Rahilla
Harrison

Freddie

Clark
Muwaffaq

Daniyal

' India

Iy Maths Star %

Nursery Luca

RNE Nellie
RAB Valentina
Y1CP Jack

YILB Ellie

Y2DS Elliott
Y2MW Flora
Y30R Vinnie
Y3LH Chester
Y4GB Octavia
Y4LS Seon
Y5LT Bruke
Y5AL Deanah
Y6HG Grace
Y6DF Freya

TLC Foundations Evie

TLC Thrive James




PLendance Matte

{3 gvery day counts e 5>
N Class Attendanc, &

Nursery 98.4 % | Y4GB 96.3 %
RNE 96.2 % | vaLs %
RAB % YSLT 89.1 %
Y1CP % | YS5AL 100 %
yus | %| [ vene [ 99.2 o
Y2DS 97.1 % || ¥YeoF | 98.8 %
Y2MA % | TLC Foundations 85.7 %
Y30R %| TLCThive | 65.6 %
Y3LH 88.5 ¢
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st Stebhen’s Atténdanéé
/ O League Lower School & EYFS

1st: RAB 4
N 1st: 2DS 4
2nd: 3LH 3
i 2nd:  Nursery 3
2
2
1

r =)
[ pE’ 3rd: 2MA

- 3rd: TLC Foundations

¢~ 4th: 30R

ositic

L St Stephen’s Atténdanc \
- W Q) SLeagpue UpperSc:hooIe @ N A

‘E"P, 1st: 8 rf .
2nd: 5AL 5
o T 6DF 4 ' )
' 4th: TLC Thrive 2 \
i 5th: 4GB 0 43 |
- = eth: 5LT 0 .
% o\ [ 7th: aLs 0 e ST
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Faith ¥ friendship @ Service

Heart to Heart with Fr Callistus: The Power of Encouragement
The Importance of Saying Thank You

“Thank you” is one of the first things we teach our children, which adults also need to remind
ourselves aboutit too. Life gets busy and we can easily get used to the things people do for us
on a daily basis and forget to say thank you. A simple “thank you” can mean a lot.

Our children also learn gratitude by watching us. Ifthey see us thanking people, they learn to
appreciate what others do for them. The same applies to God. There are so many things we
receive every day that we sometimes forget to stop and say, “Thank you, God.” We don’t have to
wait for something big. Let us be grateful for everything, everyday.

So, this week, let’s try something simple: saythank you a little more often. Thank God. Thank

your family. Thank ateacher. Thank your child. Sometimes, we don’t realise how much those N\
two little words can mean. Thank you! v
FrCallistus A brighter
world : ither
® O\~
Caritas Award YA Prayer of the Week ¢
This week out Caritas A Child's Prayer
Award has bgen | | Of Thanks
awarded to Jessica E in ; Dear God,
4LS. She has been o
- i i For food,
displaying stewardship ‘ For 0G0
i i A Place to live.
dl.,ll’ll’.lg lunch times by @ : ftenx vou
picking up litter! Well . for my family teo
And 1 want you to know
done! [ that I love you.
i LCoM Amen.( é

BE READY @ Br RESPECTFUL ©



SHARING SUNDAY’S GOSPEL
WITH PARENTS & FAMILIES

S e andCarere Wednesday 23 September 2026

Throughout the school years, the whole family will grow  Sometimes we may not always respond to God in the
and change - learning more about life and about one  best way. However, God our Father is always there to
another. Change can be an exciting part of family life. welcome a change of heart. No matter how many times

In this Sunday’s G I, the father represents God and we need to start again - God will be there for us.

the sons represent ways that we can respond to God. Enjoy a very special fime together this evening, hearing
Initially one son refused his father's request, but then your child's thoughts about this Sunday’s Gospel and
he had a change of heart for the better. This Gospel this Wednesday's word, which is CHANGE

“To live is to change, and to be perfect is
to have changed often.* st John Henry Newman

B -»W" .-

AhACIVE A AR I AN sl THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
: s SR * 54 Sunday 27™ September 2026
Jesus said to the chief priests and
the elders of the people, *What
do you think about this? A man
' B had two sons. He went to one
A & and said, 'My son, go and work
&= in my vineyard today.’ 'l will not
go,’ his son replied - but later he changed
his mind and went. The man said the same
thing to his other son, and the son replied,
‘Yes, | will' - but he did not go. Which of the
two sons did the will of their father?® *The
first,” they said. Then Jesus said to them,
“I tell you truly that those we consider outcasts
are going ahead of you into the kingdom of
God. Did not John the Baptist come fo you,
teaching what is right and true, and you did
not believe him? Yet the outcasts believed
him. And even then yov did not change your
minds and believe him.*

Adapted from Matthew 21:28-32
The 26 Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A

~

-
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fog i
Qﬂ.\m'.’m-;&n Amied by Grinaroos fos L6008 122

;‘:’W MNL”A‘A e Chorey i

g A

The Weineaduy Word w-mm* o

Getting to know Jesus makes fife joyfu,
Leam more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited.

Anwons ©

In this Sunday's Gospel, both sons changed their minds - but only one of them
changed for the better. Each new day is an opportunity for us to change. We
can ask God to help us to change and so enrich our lives and the world around
us - to love as Jesus loved - to change for the better.

SPREAD THE WORD and bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD QXM



READ & REFLECT! Listen & Learn with Jesus, the Word!

One day, Jesus told the chief priests a story. "A man had two sons. He went

to one and said, 'My son, go and work in my vineyard today.’ | will not go,’ his

son replied - but later he changed his mind and went. The father said the same

thing to the second son, and the son replied, ‘Yes, | will’ - but he did not go.*

Then Jesus asked them, "Which of the two sons did what his father wanted?*

“The first,” they replied. d DSP .
Which son changed their mind for the beftfer? P dxy's Gospe

@ar £a >

which word or words stood out for you in this Sunday's Gospel, and why? Spend a few oW do you fee a .
relaxing moments pondering the picture together. Share any thoughts before moving on. ake you think abxe

SHARE & CARE! Growing in Goodness & Love: This Wednesday's Word...

- . a ﬂ\
We all can improve and change for the better.” § ;a ! E:! E i a g p
Pope francis (Pope from 2013-2025)

pe

Ask your chid what fhe word ‘change’ means 1o them. As 2 famidy, Each of you share something abost yourself that you would ke to
share any positive changes which have recently faken place af home, change - ﬂqdq.hhmimmnis’whﬂuatw
3 school or within the communidy. Let your chid know about 2 being more patient; helping out more at home; akwys remembering fo
st one uay in which they have changed for the better and grown say your daly pragers. How can you make that change? Do you need
in goodness over the past months (0.g. in behaviour, in althude, in anyone's help? Are there any other ways to make a change for the
helpfdness), How does your chid think that changing in that uey has better over the coming days? You may also Bke fo choose something
helped them? How has # helped the family or ther friends? new 1o do fogether that will make Kfe better for the famdy.

©
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change - the choice is ours. Listening and acting upon whit cur parents
priests, teachers and others tell us about Jesus halps us 10 keep growdny
and changing into the best people we can be. R AP AR PPRR AR,

mlm&mlwﬂmw
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ST STEPHEN'S

CATHOLIC CHURCH ¢ DROYLSDEN

FRIDAY

: | ' ”
E 16™ |
‘ RECEPTION FOLLOWS

. - K- IMMEDIATELY AFTER
OCTOBER 2026 7.00PM 8.30PM T e

CATHOLIC CLUB
————— FEATURING/PERFORMANEES; BY ———=
+ — '
oo ‘ ! 0 ! f+\ J{}
affie L] f L
ST STEPHEN’S ‘ ANGELIC BORN TO INSTRUMENTAL
CHOIR | VOICES CHOIR WORSHIP CHOIR MEDLEY
(7 “N i |
EVERYONE IS INVITED
“Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord.” — Psalm 150:6
\o J
ST STEPHEN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Droylsden, |

Manchester M43 7NA
Q. 0161 370 1505

N,

£ _\‘_Y;r..‘

‘ "5;4{-»}%‘
SphuiaR
——

St.Steph

Bienvenie
Keabo
Benvenuto

Welkom




We have had a lovely week of learning in Nursery!
In phonics, we have enjoyed singing “Wind the Bobbin Up” and listening carefully to
sounds in our environment and to different animal sounds. In maths, we have been
identifying red, blue and yellow and spotting these colours in the world around us,
from yellow Manchester buses and daffodils to red post boxes and ladybirds.
We have also loved singing our number rhyme, “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish
Alive”,

Our story this week was Peepo/; the children enjoyed retelling the main events and
talking about what the baby could see. In RE, we explored our outdoor area and
went on a nature walk to discover the wonderful world God has made, finding lots of
things that made us say "Wow!” The children have also been saying our lunchtime
and end-of-day prayers beautifully and practising the sign of the cross. To finish the
week, we enjoyed European Languages Day, learning about Spanish culture, the red
and yellow Spanish flag, dance and patterns.

Reception

It has been another lovely week in Reception and the children have continued to
settle into our routines and enjoy their learning.

We have been innovating our story Monkey Puzzle. The children have enjoyed
changing the main character from a monkey to a butterfly and thinking about how
this changes the story. We have been developing our storytelling skills and using our
imaginations to create our own ideas.

In maths, we have been learning how to sort objects by size and colour. The children
have been practising looking carefully at objects and explaining why they belongin a
particular group.

In RE, we have continued exploring the Creation story. We have been thinking about
all the wonderful things God created and taking time to thank God for the beautiful

world around us. Well done to all the children for another fantastic week!




It has been another busy week in Year 1! In Maths, we have been learning
to find one more and one less within 10 and practising counting forwards
and backwards to 20. In English, the children completed an independent

write using their “I can see...” sentences. In Science, we have been learning
what plants need to grow, and the children planted their own seeds which

we will observe and care for over the next few weeks. In R.E., we have
been thinking about being thankful for God’s wonderful creation and
considering what we can pray for. In History, we explored how life for
people living and working in a castle was different from the life of the king.

For Spanish Day, we looked at Spanish homes and architecture and enjoyed

| decorating our own azulejo tiles.

Question: What do plants need to grow?

This week has been another busy one in Year 2! On Friday, we celebrated
European Languages Day, with our class theme being Spain. The children learned
about traditional Spanish markets and enjoyed taste-testing a selection of Spanish fruits
and vegetables, which was a fantastic way to explore another culture.

In English, we have begun writing our independent recount based on I Want My Hat
Back, applying our learning about simple sentence structure, capital letters and full
stops. In Maths, we have been counting in tens and ones and using pictorial
representations to help us understand place value. In History, we explored the different
methods used to put out the Great Fire of London and discussed why some were more
effective than others. In RE, we continued our work on the story of Noah, retelling the
story before writing our own stewardship poems inspired by the poem Hurt No Living
Thing.

Question: How did the people put the Great Fire of London out?

B Redy o RespecruL o BE A




It has been another busy yet enjoyable week in Year 3. Today, for European Languages
Day, we studied the work of Antoni Gaudi and enjoyed making our own Gaudi-inspired
chameleon mosaic originally in Parc Guell in Barcelona.

In Maths, we have continued our work on place value, looking at different pairs of 2-digit
numbers which total 100 using Base 10 to support our understanding. In English, we
completed our first independent write of the year, planning and writing a diary entry from
the point of view of the Stone Age boy using statements, exclamations, questions and
commands. The pieces of writing produced by the children have been very impressive!

In History, we explored Stone Age hunter-gatherers and thought about the challenged
faced by Stone Age people to survive. Finally, in RE, we looked at the Catholic Social
Teaching principal of Human Dignity, and how we can show this in our day-to-day lives.

Question: What types of food did Stone Age people gather to survive?

What a fantastic week we have had in Year 4! In Guided Reading, the children became text |
detectives, exploring a non-fiction text about unusual hobbies and used evidence from the
text to answer retrieval questions. In Maths, we have been developing our understanding
of column subtraction, including regrouping across place value columns. In History, we
became historians, analysing a range of sources to discover what the Ancient Egyptians
believed about the afterlife. In Religion, we explored the covenant between Abram and
God, carefully analysing scripture before creating our own visual representations and
artwork to show our understanding. Today, we also enjoyed European Languages Day,
where the children learned about Spanish music and even had a go at some flamenco
dancing!
It has been a busy and exciting week, with lots of brilliant learning and enthusiasm.

Question: What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about the afterlife?




“ What a fantastic week of leaming in Year 5! In English, the children have been independently planning, |
writing, editing and publishing their own exciting story blurbs inspired by the pictures from The Mysteries
of Harris Burdick. They have used a fantastic range of writing features to capture the reader’s attention,
build an intriguing setting and leave us desperate to read on with a cliffhanger! Excellent writing, Year 5!
| In Maths, we have been exploring hundredths and place value, using manipulatives to help us
understand the value of each digit. We have been finding hundredths of numbers, exploring what
’ happens when we multiply by 100, and practising counting in multiples of hundredths.
| In RE, we explored God’s Ten Commandments and discussed how, as God’s children, we can follow these
‘ commandments and use them to guide our choices and actions.
|| In History, we have continued our fascinating learning about Mayan culture and society. We investigated
the hierarchy within Mayan society, explored their homes and discovered more about the foods they ate,
‘ including foods that we still enjoy today! The children also examined a range of historical sources,
carefully recording what they could see and thinking about what these sources can tell us about Mayan
life. Well done, Year 5, for another brilliant week of learning! We are so proud of your hard work,
curiosity and creativity! ‘

Question of the Week: What was a staple food in Maya society? What are ;
staple foods in our society now? ‘

It has been another fantastic week in Year 6, with the children demonstrating their creativity,
resilience and maturity across the curriculum.

In English, the children have completed their independent recounts, retelling the story of Lava from
the whale's point of view. They worked hard to incorporate multi-clause sentences and powerful
vocabulary, and we were incredibly impressed with the quality of their writing.

In Maths, the children have completed their consolidation of the four operations and have been
developing their ability to apply their mathematical knowledge to problem-solving. This has involved
using their understanding of bar models, and how to use them to solve magic square and data
problems.

In RE, we explored the story of the Fall of Man and Woman in Genesis. The children analysed a range ||
of artwork depicting the story and thoughtfully considered the messages surrounding persuasion and
temptation.

Finally, on Wednesday, a number of children bravely stood up in front of their peers to deliver their
| Head Boy and Head Girl speeches. We were absolutely blown away by the effort, confidence and

thought that went into each speech. They truly showcased what an amazing and special cohort of
children we have in Year 6, and we could not be prouder of them!




We have had another fun-filled week in TLC Foundations! The children have enjoyed
lots of messy play, as well as exploring outdoor sand and water play during our Mud
Kitchen and Forest School sessions.

Our Nursery Rhyme of the Week has been “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes”, which
the children have enjoyed joining in with through singing and actions. We have also
been busy developing our early writing skills through lots of mark making and building
our movement and regulation skills through sensory circuits. It has been a lovely week

full of exploration, learning and fun!

TLC

This week in Thrive, we have started our new story, Whatever Next! and have
been building our understanding of "Who", "What" and "What doing" in our
writing.

In Maths, we are looking at Number through building number stairs and
have investigated place value with counters.

We have explored crunching and rolling cereal, orange spaghetti, pasta and
playdough (we're getting better at making this!) in our Sensory time.

We have explored creating the colour of the week orange in Art and have
even made and iced our own shortbread biscuits in Baking.

Today is our Spanish Day to celebrate European languages and we are
learning some Spanish numbers, songs and traditions.

Have a lovely weekend, Everyone!
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