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Another busy week has flown by at St Stephen’s!

I would like to begin by saying a huge thank you to all of our parents and carers who joined us for our 

Macmillan Coffee Morning this morning. It was lovely to welcome so many of you into school and to see 

our community coming together to support such an important cause.

Thank you also to everyone who generously donated cakes and contributed towards the money raised. We 

really do appreciate your continued generosity and support.

As we head into the final week of September, there is plenty to look forward to next week, including Poetry 

Week, our Year of St Francis Celebration Week, Bikeability, our EYFS Open Evening and Year 6HG’s Class 

Assembly.

 Special Themed School Dinner – Thursday 1st October

On Thursday 1st October, Taylor Shaw, our school catering provider, will be serving a special themed 

menu.  This is a great opportunity for children to give our school dinners a try for the day!

We would particularly encourage families with children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to take advantage 

of the offer, as all children in these year groups are entitled to a free school meal through Universal Infant 

Free School Meals. Why not let them try it for the day? It’s completely free! Making use of these free meals 

also supports our school, so we would really encourage our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 families to take 

advantage of their entitlement. To order, simply log in to your child’s School Grid account and select their 

meal for Thursday 1st October. Children in other year groups are also very welcome to enjoy the special 

menu. Meals can be ordered as usual through School Grid. Please speak to the school office if you require 

any further information. The special menu has been shared on ClassDojo.

 Dates for Your Diary

Monday 28th September

 Poetry Week begins

 Year of St Francis Celebration Week begins

 EYFS Open Evening – 3:30pm–4:30pm - We look forward to welcoming prospective families into St 

Stephen’s to see our EYFS provision and find out more about starting their journey with us.

Wednesday 30th September

 6DF – Bikeability

Thursday 1st October

 6DF – Bikeability

 Year 6HG Class Assembly – 9:05am, School Hall - Families of children in Year 6HG are warmly invited 

to join us.

 Black History Month begins

 National Poetry Day

 Taylor Shaw Special Themed Menu

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of St Stephen’s. I hope all of our children and families 

have a lovely weekend.

Mr C Lavin

Headteacher
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Week Beginning 28th September 2026

Date Event

28.09.26
EYFS Open Evening 
(3.30pm - 4.30pm)

30.09.26 Bikeability - 6DF

01.10.26 Bikeability - 6DF

01.10.26 6HG Class Assembly

Week Beginning 5th October 2026

Date Event

07.10.26 Bikeability – 6HG

08.10.26 Bikeability – 6HG

08.10.26 5AL Class Assembly

09.10.26 Hello Yellow Day

09.10.26 Years 4 and 5 Mass

Week Beginning 12th October 2026

Date Event

13.10.26 Stay and Pray – 6HG

14.10.26 Stay and pray – 6DF

15.10.26 Parents Evening

16.10.26 Whole School Mass

16.10.26 Years 3 Poetry Trip (AM)

16.10.26 Break the Rules Day

16.10.26 School closes for half term









Mission Statement

‘Love one another, as I have loved you. ’ John 13:34 

WEBSITE: www.stsrcp.school     TEL: 0161 370 2071

#teamststephe
ns

St Stephen’s RCP Weekly Newsletter

‘Every child, every chance, every day!’

Dates for YOUR calendar BE READY |   BE RESPECTFUL |   BE SAFE  | 
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Heart to Heart with Fr Callistus: The Power of Encouragement
The Importance of Saying Thank You

“Thank you” is one of the first things we teach our children, which adults also need to remind 
ourselves about it too. Life gets busy and we can easily get used to the things people do for us 

on a daily basis and forget to say thank you. A simple “thank you” can mean a lot.

Our children also learn gratitude by watching us. If they see us thanking people, they learn to 
appreciate what others do for them. The same applies to God.  There are so many things we 

receive every day that we sometimes forget to stop and say, “Thank you, God.” We don’t have to 
wait for something big. Let us be grateful for everything, everyday.

So, this week, let’s try something simple: say thank you a little more often. Thank God. Thank 
your family. Thank a teacher. Thank your child. Sometimes, we don’t realise how much those 

two little words can mean. Thank you!

Fr Callistus 

This week out Caritas 
Award has been 

awarded to Jessica E in 
4LS. She has been 

displaying stewardship 
during lunch times by 
picking up litter! Well 

done!
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We have had a lovely week of learning in Nursery! 

In phonics, we have enjoyed singing “Wind the Bobbin Up” and listening carefully to 

sounds in our environment and to different animal sounds. In maths, we have been 

identifying red, blue and yellow and spotting these colours in the world around us, 
from yellow Manchester buses and daffodils to red post boxes and ladybirds. 

We have also loved singing our number rhyme, “1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish 

Alive”. 

Our story this week was Peepo!; the children enjoyed retelling the main events and 

talking about what the baby could see. In RE, we explored our outdoor area and 
went on a nature walk to discover the wonderful world God has made, finding lots of 

things that made us say “Wow!” The children have also been saying our lunchtime 

and end-of-day prayers beautifully and practising the sign of the cross. To finish the 

week, we enjoyed European Languages Day, learning about Spanish culture, the red 

and yellow Spanish flag, dance and patterns.

It has been another lovely week in Reception and the children have continued to 
settle into our routines and enjoy their learning.

We have been innovating our story Monkey Puzzle. The children have enjoyed 
changing the main character from a monkey to a butterfly and thinking about how 

this changes the story. We have been developing our storytelling skills and using our 
imaginations to create our own ideas.

In maths, we have been learning how to sort objects by size and colour. The children 
have been practising looking carefully at objects and explaining why they belong in a 

particular group.
In RE, we have continued exploring the Creation story. We have been thinking about 
all the wonderful things God created and taking time to thank God for the beautiful 

world around us. Well done to all the children for another fantastic week! 



This week has been another busy one in Year 2! On Friday, we celebrated 
European Languages Day, with our class theme being Spain. The children learned 

about traditional Spanish markets and enjoyed taste-testing a selection of Spanish fruits 

and vegetables, which was a fantastic way to explore another culture.
In English, we have begun writing our independent recount based on I Want My Hat 
Back, applying our learning about simple sentence structure, capital letters and full 

stops. In Maths, we have been counting in tens and ones and using pictorial 
representations to help us understand place value. In History, we explored the different 

methods used to put out the Great Fire of London and discussed why some were more 
effective than others. In RE, we continued our work on the story of Noah, retelling the 
story before writing our own stewardship poems inspired by the poem Hurt No Living 

Thing.

Question: How did the people put the Great Fire of London out?

It has been another busy week in Year 1! In Maths, we have been learning 
to find one more and one less within 10 and practising counting forwards 
and backwards to 20. In English, the children completed an independent 

write using their “I can see…” sentences. In Science, we have been learning 
what plants need to grow, and the children planted their own seeds which 
we will observe and care for over the next few weeks. In R.E., we have 

been thinking about being thankful for God’s wonderful creation and 
considering what we can pray for. In History, we explored how life for 

people living and working in a castle was different from the life of the king. 
For Spanish Day, we looked at Spanish homes and architecture and enjoyed 

decorating our own azulejo tiles.

Question: What do plants need to grow?
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It has been another busy yet enjoyable week in Year 3. Today, for European Languages 
Day, we studied the work of Antoni Gaudi and enjoyed making our own Gaudi-inspired 

chameleon mosaic originally in Parc Guell in Barcelona. 

In Maths, we have continued our work on place value, looking at different pairs of 2-digit 
numbers which total 100 using Base 10 to support our understanding. In English, we 

completed our first independent write of the year, planning and writing a diary entry from 
the point of view of the Stone Age boy using statements, exclamations, questions and 

commands. The pieces of writing produced by the children have been very impressive! 

In History, we explored Stone Age hunter-gatherers and thought about the challenged 
faced by Stone Age people to survive. Finally, in RE, we looked at the Catholic Social 

Teaching principal of Human Dignity, and how we can show this in our day-to-day lives.

Question: What types of food did Stone Age people gather to survive?

What a fantastic week we have had in Year 4! In Guided Reading, the children became text 
detectives, exploring a non-fiction text about unusual hobbies and used evidence from the 
text to answer retrieval questions. In Maths, we have been developing our understanding 

of column subtraction, including regrouping across place value columns. In History, we 
became historians, analysing a range of sources to discover what the Ancient Egyptians 
believed about the afterlife. In Religion, we explored the covenant between Abram and 
God, carefully analysing scripture before creating our own visual representations and 

artwork to show our understanding. Today, we also enjoyed European Languages Day, 

where the children learned about Spanish music and even had a go at some flamenco 
dancing! 

It has been a busy and exciting week, with lots of brilliant learning and enthusiasm.

Question: What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about the afterlife?
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It has been another fantastic week in Year 6, with the children demonstrating their creativity, 
resilience and maturity across the curriculum.

In English, the children have completed their independent recounts, retelling the story of Lava from 
the whale’s point of view. They worked hard to incorporate multi-clause sentences and powerful 

vocabulary, and we were incredibly impressed with the quality of their writing.
In Maths, the children have completed their consolidation of the four operations and have been 

developing their ability to apply their mathematical knowledge to problem-solving. This has involved 
using their understanding of bar models, and how to use them to solve magic square and data 

problems.
In RE, we explored the story of the Fall of Man and Woman in Genesis. The children analysed a range 
of artwork depicting the story and thoughtfully considered the messages surrounding persuasion and 

temptation. 
Finally, on Wednesday, a number of children bravely stood up in front of their peers to deliver their 
Head Boy and Head Girl speeches. We were absolutely blown away by the effort, confidence and 
thought that went into each speech. They truly showcased what an amazing and special cohort of 

children we have in Year 6, and we could not be prouder of them!

What a fantastic week of learning in Year 5! In English, the children have been independently planning, 

writing, editing and publishing their own exciting story blurbs inspired by the pictures from The Mysteries 

of Harris Burdick. They have used a fantastic range of writing features to capture the reader’s attention, 

build an intriguing setting and leave us desperate to read on with a cliffhanger! Excellent writing, Year 5!

In Maths, we have been exploring hundredths and place value, using manipulatives to help us 

understand the value of each digit. We have been finding hundredths of numbers, exploring what 

happens when we multiply by 100, and practising counting in multiples of hundredths.

In RE, we explored God’s Ten Commandments and discussed how, as God’s children, we can follow these 

commandments and use them to guide our choices and actions.

In History, we have continued our fascinating learning about Mayan culture and society. We investigated 

the hierarchy within Mayan society, explored their homes and discovered more about the foods they ate, 

including foods that we still enjoy today! The children also examined a range of historical sources, 

carefully recording what they could see and thinking about what these sources can tell us about Mayan 

life. Well done, Year 5, for another brilliant week of learning! We are so proud of your hard work, 

curiosity and creativity!

Question of the Week: What was a staple food in Maya society? What are 
staple foods in our society now?



Type here 

This week in Thrive, we have started our new story, Whatever Next! and have 
been building our understanding of "Who", "What" and "What doing" in our 
writing.
In Maths, we are looking at Number through building number stairs and 
have investigated place value with counters.
We have explored crunching and rolling cereal, orange spaghetti, pasta and 
playdough (we're getting better at making this!) in our Sensory time.
We have explored creating the colour of the week orange in Art  and have 
even made and iced our own shortbread biscuits in Baking.
Today is our Spanish Day to celebrate European languages and we are 
learning some Spanish numbers, songs and traditions.
Have a lovely weekend, Everyone!

We have had another fun-filled week in TLC Foundations! The children have enjoyed 
lots of messy play, as well as exploring outdoor sand and water play during our Mud 

Kitchen and Forest School sessions.
Our Nursery Rhyme of the Week has been “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes”, which 

the children have enjoyed joining in with through singing and actions. We have also 
been busy developing our early writing skills through lots of mark making and building 
our movement and regulation skills through sensory circuits. It has been a lovely week 

full of exploration, learning and fun!
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