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Through history, children develop curiosity, enquiry
and understanding of the people, events and
civilisations that shaped our world.
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THE HISTORIAN'S TOOL KT

X

CHRONOLOGY
Understand the order
in which events
happened.

EVIDENCE
Investigate sources
and use evidence to
build understanding.

CAUSE & CONSEQUENCE
Understand why events
happened and what
happened as a result.

CHANGE & CONTINUITY
Understand how things
have changed or stayed
the same.

INTERPRETATION
Explore different opinions
and make meaning from
the past.

\ ASKQ

)} We ask questions
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and its impact.
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Our ILntent

At St Stephen’s RC Primary School, our history curriculum develops children’s curiosity about the past
and helps them to understand how history shapes the world we live in today.

Through a concept-based curriculum, children explore key ideas that run through history, enabling
them to make connections, think critically and develop a deep understanding that sticks in their
long-term memory. Children learn through enquiry, asking and answering meaningful questions,
investigating evidence and building well-reasoned interpretations.

We celebrate the diverse heritage of our school and wider community and ensure that our curriculum
reflects the contribution of different people, groups and civilisations. Our curriculum is rooted in our
Catholic values and seeks to develop children who are respectful, responsible and empathetic citizens.

By experiencing rich and purposeful learning opportunities, children gain the knowledge,
skills and understanding to become confident historians who can explain the past
and think about the future.
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EVALUATE EVIDENCE |

We evaluate

CONSIDER PERSPECTIVES:

We think about
different points
of view.

EXPLORE SOURCES '
We explore a range
of sources to find
out about the past.

UESTIONS

the past sources and use

evidence carefully.

WHAT WE WANT OUR
CHILDREN TO BECOME

UNDERSTAND THE
MODERN WORLD
We understand how
the past helps shape
our world today.
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CURIOUS

We want children to be

curious about the past

and ask questions.

ENQUIRING

We want children to
explore and investigate
with enthusiasm.

ANALYTICAL

We want children to
think critically and make
connections.

REFLECTIVE

We want children to consider
different perspectives and
learn from the past.

INFORMED CITIZENS
We want children to be
responsible citizens who
shape a better future.
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Knowledge-rich curriculum
We build deep knowledge of key events, people
and civilisations across time.

Ambitious vocabulary
We develop disciplinary vocabulary so children
can think, speak and write like historians.

Historical enquiry
We encourage children to ask questions,
investigate sources and seek the truth.

Progressive concepts
Our key concepts are taught progressively
so understanding deepens over time.

Retrieval and revisiting
We revisit prior learning so knowledge stays
with children in their long-term memory.

Inclusive for all learners
Our curriculum is accessible, engaging and
ambitious for every child.

COMPASSION

We show love and
care for one another.

Stephen’s R.C Primary School

Eva/‘g Child, Everg Chance, Ever‘g Da.g/

ISTORY

CURRICULUM DESIGN—

THE HISTORIAN'S JOURNEY / -f:f’

Children develop the skills, knowledge and understandmg
to become confident historians.
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‘ INVESTIGATE INTERPRET CONNECT EXPLAIN UNDERSTAND 1
Children ask Children explore Children consider Children link Children communicate Children make i
thoughtful and a range of different events, people their historical sense of the past |
challenging sources and viewpoints and and concepts understanding and understand ‘
historical gather evidence interpret evidence across time and using clear its impact on the
questions. from the past. carefully. place. explanations. modern world. ‘
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* This enquiry process is revisited and developed at every stage, empowering children as thinkers, questioners and problem solvers. * |
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to understand. [ a simple idea several ideas or events and comparisons am; consider

1 am not yet able to : z «
do this o:e my own. or fact. or events. explain relationships. different perspectives.

REJOICE

We celebrate our
faith and the
achievements of all.

We give our best
in everything
we do.

We aim high and
strive to achieve.

and make a
difference.

We serve others

CHRONOLOGY
Understanding the order in which
events happened and how time
is measured.

CAUSE & CONSEQUENCE

Understanding why events happened
and what happened as a result.

CHANGE & CONTINUITY
Understanding how things have
changed or stayed the same
over time.

EVIDENCE

Investigating historical sources
and using evidence to build
understanding.

INTERPRETATION

Exploring different opinions and
making meaning from the past.

\ 66 The more you know about
| \()\0 the past, the better prepared
“\“Q:(\ you are for the future. qq
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CHRONOLOGY W CAUSE & CHANGE&Z W7/~ \ EVIDENCE . INTERPRETATION <
Understanding when | m CONSEQUENCE CONTINUITY Q Understanding how Understanding
events happened. Understanding why l Understanding what ) we know about different viewpoints.
things happened. changed and what the past. _

stayed the same.

MODERN
P WORLD
v | INDUSTRIAL
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A St Stephms R.C Primary School

Ever(j; Child, Everot Chance, f:verg Dad(

HISTORY CONTENT & COVERAG

LANLEE LR
DEVELOPING 4 ™ E :

HISTORIANS
Qm O RECEPTION _
{ )’} All About Me 14 Celebrations &

g —
WHAT OUR
(;URRICULU_M MRES

@ ) YEAR2 NS
( H KNOWLEDGE PROGRESSION
1. Kings, Queens & <¢ History of g i
\ \, /

CURIOUS

We wonder about
the past. (9 &5 52 Carefully sequenced learnin,
p e Bonfire Night & 3 Jraditons Leaders Travel that builds over time. 7
1
QUESTIONING Remembragnce @ Explorers & Great Fire of | @ Suffragette
We ask thoughtful Journeys Movement HISTORICAL ENQUIRY

Children develop the skills
historians use.

historical questions.

INVESTIGATING

o - ~ : : o o Sl - : : | VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
We explore. sources . _____ . 7 g " i - 3 e  — — ——- < < NUME e ! Rich language helps children
and find evidence. i = - ' ¢ 3 think and articulate like
historians.

EVALUATING

We think carefully
about evidence.

CHRONOLOGICAL
UNDERSTANDING

o l . | Children develop a secure
/..ﬁ Ancient Egypt | & Ancient Maya ‘ S€, WorldWarll sense of time.
COMMUNICATING : . ki {4 Crime &
A tG r Vikings & . ﬁ Tudor Monarch Sl !

We share our ideas | m TS Anglo-Saxons “; ) l | = Punishment } UNDERSTANDING DIVERSITY. 3y
and explanations. g R Empi | z We explore different people, 1

4 | ﬁ oman tmpire Industrial ‘:’0:"“3" in communities and perspectives.

Revoluti arliament

UNDERSTANDING o T Since 1918 CONNECTIONS ACROSS TIME

We make sense of
the past and its
impact on today.

Children make links between
events, people and ideas
across history.

o ————
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A rich, inspiring curriculum that helps every child become a knowledgeable,
2- . curious and confident historian.

COMPASSION MBI REJOICE SERVICE The more you know about
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c. 2.5 million BC
— 3000 BC

KEY UNDERSTANDING

Time has a
beginning, middle
and end.
X Events happen in
a sequence.
We can measure

time in different
ways.

The past is different
from the present.

History helps
us understand
our world today.

Our CAR

S
T“

c.3000BC

- 146 BC

| 3 EYFS
Understand
concepts of

‘before’
and ‘after".

Values

o I
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Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day

® CHRONOLOGY ¢

‘ ANGLO SAXONS 4

YEAR1 -

Sequence events
from their
own lives.

present

old  new

COMPASSION

We show love and
care for one another.

& VIKINGS
410 - 1066

1066 - 1485

1485 - 1603

St. Stephen’s R.C Primary School

INDUSTRIAL _
REVOLUTION

1750 - 1900

» PROGRESSION THROUGH SCHOOL »

Understand
chronology
within living

Place ancient
civilisations
on a timeline.

recent
long ago

century
timeline

We aim high and
strive to achieve.

m \

Compare
periods across
centuries.

chronology

l period
era

REJOICE

We celebrate our
faith and the
achievements of all.

YEAR 5

Understand
overlapping
civilisations
and periods.

duration
simultaneous

| overlap

EXCELLENCE
We give our best
in everything

we do.

YEAR 6

Construct and
interpret complex
timelines using
a range of
evidence.

civilisation
contemporary
continuity

We serve others
and make a
difference.

WORLD WARS
1914 - 1945

MODERN BRITAIN

1945 -
PRESENT DAY

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE

IN OUR CLASSROOMS

DO

Sequence events
and periods.

Use historical
vocabulary
confidently.
Understand
duration and
passing of time.

Compare different
periods of history.

Build and use
timelines.

Recognise change
and continuity
over time.

66 The more you know about
the past, the better prepared




GREAT FIRE
OF LONDON
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Why did it happen?

) What changed?

What were the
consequences?

Were all causes
equally important?

Did the impact last?

Our CARES Values
Y

5 Identify simple
Explore simple causes of
cause and = events.
effect.

COMPASSION

We show love and
care for one another. \

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Dag

AUSE & CONSEQUEC

POLITICAL
PRESSURE

SUFFRAGETTE
CAMPAIGNS

YEAR 2

Explain causes
and effects
in more detail.

YEAR 3

Recognise
multiple causes  IBSS
and link them

together. B.

- VOTES FOR

WOMEN

YEAR 5
Analyse short and
long-term impact
and compare
their importance.

VOCABULARY PROGRESSION e
.

REJOICE

We celebrate our faith
and the achievements
of all.

We aim high and
strive to achieve.

We give our best in (
everything we do.

EXCELLENCE ° /g

St. Stephen’s R.C Primary School

'ROMAN INVASION j
OF BRITAIN _4

YEAR 6

§ Evaluate different
viewpoints and
make reasoned
judgements.

o\  SERVICE

We serve others

79 )
_7// and make a

difference.

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE
IN OUR CLASSROOMS

Explain why events happened.

Identify consequences
and their impact.

Consider different factors
and perspectives.

Compare significance
and importance.

Make historical judgements
and build arguments.

Understand how events
shape the future.

The more you know about the past,
the better prepared you are for the future.
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Ay St. Stephen's R.C Primary School
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CHANGE & CONTINUITY

a i ?—h—— "MODERN DAYV —
%~ Understanding how the world changes over time €&~ e — — s

" QUESTIONS o B ) HISTORY THROUGH TIME ¢l g B Y, WHAT THIS LOOKS Likg .}
” ‘ C_ompare ' !
il,:n BI’W Al En:-, different periods. 8

What stayed
the same?

4 Explain
change.
Identify
continuity.
/ Use evidence
to support ideas.

Why did it
change?

0 What changed?

What stayed
the same?

9 What changed?

What stayed
the same?

0 What changed?

What stayed
the same?

What stayed
the same?

What stayed
the same?

Was the change
significant?

‘. g >+ OUR CHANGE & CONTINUITY PROGRESSlON e = | ! @ Makess .-‘
i e s | F MW rAR1 o YEAR2 "} YEAR3 @ YEAIM YEAR 5 YEAR6 =g : e
affected? TR M i : P x 515 Understand the .
. . | p s Il significance of
s _ iﬁ [ g [ ] Explam Evaluate
L - & ; Describe Identify [} Compare changes Analyse significance
N 3\B%= Recognise | things that changesand | periods in across why change of change and
NE | simple have changed. | continuities. history. periods. happened. continuity.
differences. ey AL by | ——— T : ~ s
; T — HISTORICAL VOCABULARY PROGRESSlON OE o ~ >N ¥

> A\ ~ A /7,

) transformatiol

¢
- ‘s‘-/\/ ;3&
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What is it?

Who created it?

Why was it
created?

Can we trust it?

What does it
tell us?

What doesn’t
it tell us?

B Et s e

A ot Stephens R.C Primary School

Every Child, Every Chance, Czare, Every Day

EVIENCE

Investtgatmg the clues that help us understand the past

THE H|$ToE|7\r?sTﬁT/Es1IGAT10N

T . " e BUILDINGS &
54" 3y PHOTOGRAPHS .o . 7 A g MONUMENTS

What can | > k¢ Y VWl;at has e A 0 What evidence

this tell us? changed? Rersiis survives?
= OUR_EVTDENC—E- PROGRESSION » e

atfoda from ‘ O e ‘ y Bl e y i O it (G caca e

reliability. 2
the past. sources. evndence sources. conclusions.

— - HISTORICAL VOCABULAPY PROGRESSION * 3 o
? (s \ /—\ .*i-'/ N ..( N "&" N7/ J
P

S & Ngp / % ' bias | mterpretatlon

! artefact hotograph |j& document . primary " | secondary B seliable |} reliable | ‘

& L% ABHECER 51% @,_‘

COMPASSION REJOICE /e @ »\ EXCELLENCE

We show love and We aim high and We celebrate our , We give our best We serve others

care for one another. strive to achieve. faith and the \_ &% /i everything and make a
achievements of all. = we do. difference.

: wHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE
IN OUR CLASSROOMS

Investigate artefacts.
Analyse sources.
Compare evidence.
Ask questions.

Make inferences.

Reach conclusions.

1 . v
3 inference

66 The more you know about
the past, the better prepared
_ You are for the future. 99




Who created
this account?

Why was it
created?

Does everyone
agree?

What evidence
supports it?

’

Can interpretations

change?

Which interpretation

is strongest?

H.,story st
JUsE

hat happened-
how PGOP"‘

it's

mwmd

Bringing civilisation,
law, roads and order.

Foreign invaders

NTERPRETATIO

>~ Understanding why people may view the past differently —¢<

A oomplex event with

taking our land and ‘ both positive and

way of life.

different
opinions.

opinion \"./ viewpoint \/

remember thmgs f

Every Child, Everg Chance, Every Day

Different timet: 55
| Different experiences.
D ﬁerent interpretations

)

» ONE EVENT - MANY VIEWPOINTS ~» |
o TUDOR MONARCHY

.:DAIL)";'NEW '
§| VOTES FOR
| WOMEN?

Flghtmg for
unlawful behaviour. || them, others thought|| fairness, equality
and a voice.

power and stability and strict laws.

Strong leadership, || Hard work, high taxes
in the fight for
for the nation. Life was tough. i

Evaluate
different

interpretations. |

/ Use evidence
Compare ' ‘ ’ t;‘“"ezm
simple interpri s.

interpretations.

interpretations |
differ.

Explain why | @

N —

e + HISTORICAL VOCABULARY PROGRESSION T

> _ ’ f.:i

Y/ account mterpretatlon \/ bias \q argument

Towy”
P£ACE

A key turning point. .

1A

CELEB ATE
lf{ EUROP[;'?

LOKE v7

Compare different
viewpoints.

Discuss and listen
to others.

Challenge
assumptions.

Debate
interpretations.

Justify opinions
with evidence.
Think critically
and reflect.
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COMPASSION more you know about

We show love and We: aim high‘ and W'e celebrate our | We give o.ur best We serve others ‘l\J;\ the past, the better prepared
/_\—’)2 care for one another. strive to achieve. faith and the in everything and make a ) the
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s St. Stephen's R.C Primary School

~ Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day <

EVIDENCE / SOURCES ‘==
)« Usmg sources to build historical understanding * 4 7%\;

* TYPES OF HISTORICAL SOURCES - - ¢ S 1 &°  WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE
IN OUR CLASSROOMS

O Explore and handle sources

s

What is the source?

i 4

Who created it?

When and where

Sy | SO

—
Photographs

Objects from the past Letters and diaries

was it created? . . . f| | - 0dmaps s Historic bw'd'"ss Q Ask quesuons about sources
* Tools and weapons  Official records ¢ Drawings and paintings | * Settlement plans Monuments and memorials -
¢ Clothing and jewellery * Newspapers and books * Posters and cartoons | . Journey maps Ruins and remains "’W] 2, i
 Everyday objects + Laws and speeches * Films and videos » Battle maps Archaeological sites Al

Can we trust it? What can it tell us

about life in the past?
2 _J)

Who wrote it? ) What do we notice? ) What information 2 What evidence
®  Why was it written? *  What more can we find out? *  does it show us? *  survives today?

What does it tell us?

QU
o
&
€D Wy was it created?
O
@

b
What doesn’t it ) 3 VEAR2 SN m m—
tell us? Explore and talk y  Use simple Use questions ‘ Identify Compare Evaluate [ Use multiple

about objects P 1!,..1 sources to find about d useful different reliability 4 ‘O’ sources to reach

from the past. ‘ information. sources. 2 evidence. sources. ‘ of sources. conclusions.

7 N\

Draw conclusuons from
evidence 7

OBSERVE ' THINK ' QUESTION | e INVESTIGATE | ANALYSE | CONCLUDE |
I What do you see? P What do you > What do you 4 What can we find P What does it tell us What can we ‘
I\ ! think it is? | wonder? l out more about rt” { about the past? : conclude? |
. — - -I——‘ — — - fT*l e
. P P
ENERVTONER -~ gy g T N Sy Gy
‘ evidence | artefact | document | primary | secondary reliable | bws S perspectwe | interpretation ||f| inference conclusion |f
' l source l source | ‘
S — \ J. - 3 4
COMPASSION i A XCELLEN 66 The more you know about
We show love and We aim high and We celebrate our We give our best We serve others ), the past, the better prepared
care for one another. strive to achieve. faith and the in everything and make a

you are for the future. 99

achievements of all. we do. difference.
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—————— Every Child, Every Chance, Every
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53> Building the skills, knowledge and curiosity to understand the past «
THE ST STEPHEN S H7|ST0R|AN JOURNEY '
 LOWER KS2 B UPPERKS2 -

Explain causes

Recognise change
ﬁ lndependent thifker

Use evidence . ( ere ) - B iy =
| J y = ™ | B ‘ ; ‘f S ‘. - —{ Q Cft&calmvesﬁgator
& | | 8 Bl Evidence user
iy Historical judge
L @ Informed citizen

¢ present and ;hae the future

s 3 b ‘ .
5 Sk v 'B - bl ':'c’- ‘ 3 \7 2 "
= ROMAN BRITAIN 1.:_.‘———:“_2 P 'LANGLo -SAXONS Jﬁwﬂnnmss "_* ——— Juoon BRITAIN w—we—'ﬁcromau ERA Jw—wluooenu BRHAIN R
O D v COMPASSION ' REJOICE /@ 2\ EXCELLENCE : 66 The more you know about
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"““”%% tephen’s R.C Primary School

LW HIST RY AT ST STEPHEN'S 4

Lookmg Back * Understanding Today * Shaping Tomorrow +——2=
ANCIENT IR rovins - * A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME * + &

/f 7= : GREECE F . -r VIKINGS"- MEDIEVAL ; TUDORS ol |NDUSTRlAL A , - O Z e
5 THROUGH HISTORY il QS ;7.\ v o BRTAN P~ IR EYOLUTION WP U o BN Mooen S
OUR CHILDREN LEARN T0:  (SSF7" "+ " B “*\ﬂ: P ¢ i N (a R : : Q" o € ‘ : , BRITAIN

Think critically

Investigate deeply

Respect different A = 3¢ - : g S :
i = T P — “erg = : S 3 = —_— \ =
RELSPLCUVES . > s o 4 R SO 8 THROUGH HISTORY

B OUR CHILDREN BECOME: ‘R %

Make connections ‘ . MY TR o :

Communicate ideas  |[SES NESEE &8 - & b i i @ Understand chronology . i\ ' Historians
dentl L i oo | e N . iy iti
Eorficenty ' Ask questions § Appreciate how the past ' / e Global,cletcens
shapes our world ) o Y A Compassionate

s . N . o dividual

Evaluate evidence Learn from the achievements and ol
| § o Consider viewpoints mistakes of those who came before us

5 OUR FIVE HISTORICAL DISCIPLINES = _— B ) R .-

o
HISTORY EMPOWERS US

Ambitious learners

Lifelong thinkers

T0 BUILD A BETTER FUTURE
By learning from the past,

“
CAUSE & CHANGE & W\ INTERPRETATION ) |~ i, ~ 7 J9s Sacome Jyjormsr, fRppoMCle
CHRONOLOGY CONSEQUENCE CONTINUITY/ HEV;DEN[{EE) W i) r /' o e | andcompmuornrecm«tm Jf
OW GO we Know!

S Wiy? \What changadz/__\ ™ "% dusgree?
e more grou know about the past,

L the tter prepared you are for the future, A

. When?

Our Mission

COMPASSION i REJOICE ‘ Ny Y
Ou'r A Valu‘es We show love and We aim high and We celebrate our We give our best We serve others \E\ -; Love one anOther’” {?g
J care for one another. strive to achieve. faith and the in everything and make a </, as 1 have loved you.” | i} g
achievements of all. we do. difference. S John 15:12 [/ Ve
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