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( Friday 16t October 2026 ,
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Every child, Love one another,
every chance, every day. as I have loved you.
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As we reach the end of our first half term, I want to take a moment to reflect on what a
wonderful start to the school year we have had at St Stephen’s! It has been a busy, [
exciting and incredibly rewarding few weeks, filled with learning, laughter, celebrations
and so many opportunities for our children to shine. I am immensely proud of everything
our children have achieved since September and the enthusiasm, kindness and
determination they bring to school each day.

Throughout this half term, we have continued to live out our mission of “Love one
another, as I have loved you" and our CARES values. Whether through our wonderful |
class assemblies, sporting achievements, spiritual retreats, fundraising events or simply
the everyday acts of kindness we see around school, our children continue to |
demonstrate what makes St Stephen's such a special community. We have also continued |
to develop our school environment and our provision for children, ensuring that St
Stephen's remains a place where every child feels a genuine sense of belonging,
inclusion and the opportunity to flourish. There is so much to look forward to as we move
into the next half term!

Thank You for Attending Parents' Evening
A huge thank you to all the parents and carers who attended our Parents' Evenings last
night. The partnership between home and school is incredibly important, and your ’
continued support makes such a difference. Working together, we can ensure that every
child receives the encouragement, opportunities and support they need to succeed. If
you were unable to attend, please reach out to your child’s teacher for an update. ’

Thank You to Our Wonderful School Community
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our fantastic staff team for their hard
work, dedication and commitment throughout this first half term. So much goes on
behind the scenes to ensure our children have the very best experiences, and I am ‘
incredibly grateful for everything they do. *

I would like to wish all our children, families and staff a wonderful, restful and enjoyable |
break. I hope you all have the opportunity to spend some precious time together, make
happy memories and recharge your batteries after such a busy start to the academic
year.
We look forward to welcoming all children back to school on Monday 2nd November ’
2026, ready for another exciting half term filled with learning, celebrations and new |
opportunities.
Thank you once again for being part of our St Stephen's family.
Mr Lavin, Headteacher



Week Beginning 2" November 2026

Week Beginning 16t November 2026

Date Event Date Event

2/11/26 | School Reopens 17/11/26 | Y5AL Stay and Pray

4/11/26 | Y4LS Stay and Pray 18/1126 Y5LT Stay and Pray

4/11/26 | Y5 Anti Racism Workshops 19/11/26 | YALS Class Assembly

5/11/26 |Y4GB Stay and Pray 20/11/26 | Year 4 and 5 Mass

6/11/26 | Whole School Mass Sacramental Programme
22/11/26 Presentation Mass 10:30am

Week Beginning 9t" November 2026

Christmas Fair

Week Beginning 23" November 2026

Date Event
9/11/26 Anti-Bullying Week Date Event
10/11/26 | Sacramental Programme 26/11/26 | Y3LH Class Assembly
Meeting 3:30pm Y6HG
12/11/26 |Y4GB Class Assembly 26/11/26 | EYFS Open Evening
12/11/26 | EYFS Open Evening 27/11/26 | Reception and Y6 Mass
13/11/26 | Year 1,2 & 3 Mass
Own Clothes Day — bring a
13/11/26 | bottle for Christmas Fair

Tombola
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Week Beginning 30t November 2026

Week Beginning 14th December 2026

Date Event Date Event
30/11/26 | Y4GB Retreat in School 15/12/26 Y3. 4, 5, 6 Carol Service
2pm in Church
1/12/26 Y4LS Retreat in School . .
16/12/26 | Christmas Dinner Day
3/12/26 Y3O0R Class Assembly Christmas Party Day — Own
17/12/26 clothes
4/12/26 Year 1, 2 & 3 Mass
hool M 1
Pupil Parliament Christmas 18/12/26 | Whole School Mass at 10am
4/12/26 Coffee Morning 9am School ;
Hall 18/12/26 School closes for Christmas

at 1:30pm.

Week Beginning 7th December 2026

Date Event
Nursery Nativity in the
8/12/26 School Hall at 9:30am
Reception Nativity in school
9/12/26 hall at 9:30am for
parents/carers of RAB
Reception Nativity in school
10/12/26 | hall at 9:30am for
parents/carers of RNE
Y1 Carol Concert School Hall
10/12/26 at 2:30pm
10/12/26 | Christmas Jumper Day
11/12/26 Year 2 Play at 9:30am in the

School Hall
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Please help us keep every child safe.

We have children in school with serious nut allergies.
Even a small amount of nuts can cause a severe allergic reaction.

"INGREDIENTS:

May contain nuts

Please do not send This includes Please check

nuts or Qroducts packed lunches, snacks, food labels carefully
containing nuts treats and food brought before sending items
into school. in for special occasions. into school.

Please avoid: _

Peanuts Tree nuts Nut bars Nut spreads Nut-containing
(e.g. almonds, hazelnuts, (e.g. peanut butter, chocolates, cakes
cashews, walnuts) Nutella) and biscuits

_THANK YOU FOR HELPING US
>, KEEP EVERY CHILD SAFE

—— Every child, Every chance, Every day. ——
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‘ ’ CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST

ST STEPHEN'S
RC PRIMARY

Call us for more info

0161 370 2071

# Nursery September 2026 Intake ¥

We're excited to share that we have places available in our Nursery
Class for September 2026! ™
We would love to welcome you and your family to St Stephen’s, show
you around, and give you a feel for our happy and nurturing school
community
Please get in touch with the school office to arrange a visit—we can’t
wait to meet you! i

Chappell Road, Droylsden www.stsrcp.school admin@stsrcp.co.uk
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S Readers

Nursery Melody & Elsie
RNE Isla
RAB Lincoln
Y1CP Inaayah
Y1LB Thomas
Y2MA Nellie
Y2DS James
Y30R Raya
Y3LH Harriet
Y4GB Cornelia
Y4LS Seon
Y5LT Leo
Y5AL Anastazja
Y6HG Ivy
Y6DF Emily
TLC Thrive James
TLC Foundations Merlin

Y1CP

Y1iLB

Y2MA

Y2DS

Y30R

Y3LH

Y4GB

Y4LS

YS5LT

Y5AL

Y6HG

Y6DF

TLC Thrive

TLC Foundations

ot Chocolate
i}‘éﬂday Winner 7

Jackson & Caleb

George
Muhammad
Bessie
Maddox
Lilianna
Hawraa
Iremide
Ava
Maisie
Louie
Sophie
Adriel
Caleb
Lillie-Mae

Levi

Asa




Nursery Cian
RNE Callie
RAB Leah
Y1CP Ivy
Y1iLB Neil
Y2MA Olivia
Y2DS Jasper
Y30R Lula
Y3LH Isabella
Y4GB Evie-Rose
Y4LS Ylan
Y5LT Isabelle
Y5AL Deanah
Y6HG Jensen
Y6DF Klayson
TLC Thrive Freddie
TLC Foundations Honey
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TLC Thrive

TLC Foundations

Max

Isaac
Favour
Esmae
Christoforos
Adrian
Leo
Jeremy
Nathaniel
Deedee
Raya Mae
Bella

Alex
Harrison

Tissy




Nursery
RNE
RAB

Y1CP
YiLB
Y2DS
Y2MA
Y30R
Y3LH
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Faith @ Frtendshtp @ Service

Heart to Heart with Fr Callistus: Whose image do we carry?
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus asks a simple question when He is shown a coin:
“Whose image is this?” When they answer, “Caesar’s,” He tells them to give to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God. (Matt. 22:15-21). This got
me thinking. If the coin carries Caesar’s image, whose image do we carry? We are
made in the image of God.

I think this is something worth remembering, especially in the way we treat one
another. At home, at school, at work, and even when we are frustrated, the person
standing before us is someone created by God. As parents and teachers, we have a

big role in helping children understand this. They need to learn that every person
deserves respect, not because they are popular, clever, or always well behaved, but

because they have dignity.
So, this week, perhaps we can ask ourselves a simple question before we speak or N
act: Am I treating this person in a way that reflects the God whose image we carry? It
is a small question, but it could make a difference in our homes, our school and our A ‘IZ@L s
r (4

wider community. God bless our children, families and teachers.

Caritas Award A ( A Prayer of the Week ¢J

This week our Caritas s%< How toSay aDecade of the Rosary 3%
award is going to Sayo in 0 ol 2 [ 9 S
Year 4. She showed ”“m”m
great compassion when
her friend fell over. /@}\
Say the Think about Repeat for

Fatlma Prayer. the mystery. ' the next decade!




SHARING SUNDAY'’S GOSPEL
WITH PARENTS & FAMILIES

Do Pareils and CRrere. Wednesday 14* October 2026

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus' enemies are plotting his This Gospel story also asks vus: "‘What is due to God in
doumfall and try to trick him with a devicus question our own lives?' Surely ‘our gratitude’ would be a good
about paying taxes. answer to this question. Being grateful to God brings
If Jesus says they should pay, it mears that he accepts gm'py.nme‘ormmmgbkssngsni&-m'snm
the Roman Emperor, and not God, as his vitimate boss. ¥ Just take them for granted.

he says they shouldn't pay, he can be attacked for being  Being more grateful for our blessings can make a
disloyal to the Roman Empire. But then Jesus follows up real difference to our lves! Enjoy exploring this

with a real clincher: 'Pay to the Emperor whatisdue to  wednesday'’s word which is GRATITUDE.

the Emperor and pay to God what is due to God! *
Do flency (anshrowgh

*In all created things recognise the care and wisdom
of God, and give him thanks.* St Teresa of Avila
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THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 18™ Ocfober 2026

The Pharisees devised a plan to

trap Jesus. They sent some of

their followers who said to him,

*Teacher, we know that you are an

honest man and teach God's way

with honesty. We also know that
yov are not afraid of anybody: someone’s rank
means nothing to you. Tell us, then, what you
think about this question. Is it right to pay tax
to the Emperor Caesar or not?* Knowing what
they were up to, Jesus said, *Why do you set
this trap for me? Show me the money you
pay the tax with.” They handed him a coin. He
said to them, “Whose head is on this coin, and
whose name?* "Caesar's,” they replied. *So
then,” he said to them, "give back to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar - and to God what
belongs to God.*

Adapted from Matthew 22:15-21
The 29* Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A

Getting to know Jesus makes iife jogful,
Learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited.

‘A grateful heart is a happy heart.’ This Sunday’'s Gospel reminds
us how we can live happier lives by giving God what is due to
him: our gratitude! Being grateful to God puts us in the right

frame of mind: it's good for our well-being and happiness too.

SPREAD THE WORD and bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD QX OM



ome of the leaders of the people tried to trap Jesus and get him into trouble.
They asked him, “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar, the Emperor?* Knowing
what they were up to, Jesus said, “Why are you trying to trap me? Show me
the coin you use to pay taxes.” They handed him a coin. He said to them,
'Whose head is on this com, and whose name?* "Caesar’s,” they replied. “So

What did Jesus fell the leaders # to God?
sus e ers fo give fo M"mc;sf;l

which word or words stood out for you in this Sunday's Gospel, and why? Spend a few HavdoyoumMmd“S
relaxing moments pondering the picture together. Share any thoughts before moving on. it make you think about?

“The heart that knows how to say ‘thank you' is a good GRAT"“DE .

heart, it is a heart that is content.” rope francis (Pope from 2013-202%)

Reguiarky gratitude {or saying “thank you') fo each It is good for us fo be grateful to God for the blessings of his love, for
other helps muwwmmmw our ves, our talents, our families, our school and for the love of those
means o them, You may want 1o help your chid understand what around s, How do we show God that we are grateful? Who else wil
the word ‘gratitude’ means fo you. Can your child remember 2 fime you remember %0 show gratitude %o in these coming weeks? Perhaps a
when they felt really grateful o someone? How dd they show therr parent or carer, 3 family member, a feacher or a fnend. How wil you
gratitude to that person? Each of you name one or hwo things (a8 do this (e.g. with a hug, kind words, 2 thark you note, 2 prager, a of,

well a5 your famiy) that you are most grateful fo God for, or by offering heb)?

Deor Lord Jesvs, thank yov for blessing vs in 36 many ways. Help vs to be always
grcteiul fo yov and fo show owr 8raﬂ’ud¢ by hwing those around vs. Amen,

("

b1 AsnexAawe | L fRJEDNESDAY
AsfIN Anwe G r ot IWWORDSEARCH
I N GI VL E I ANDSNAIYszmmsmmstoom
s L LutthoNL"‘%:m::‘;:::’M.
SsclBlooLVOSAILD o |
R E NRNINSIWID"ROPB,“ :
e L®GIveeLsET ND |
D B IDJESUSZIA o GIVE
AUMOLWLSWHAT O WHAT
EOQOOGI VEHHTAO O BELONGS
LREOWIJATAXNH O GOD a
LT ADRTROUB L E SUPERS‘ARDEES AIND THE WORDS

BACKWARDS OR DIAGOMALLY

Cross out the letters U T K& in the jumbled words below to find 4 real words,
Caheksaur kutoh Guikveh Gokduh
back to what belongs

__ Caesar — and give fo God what belongs Yo .

Everything good we have is a gift from God. We thank God not only by

saying ‘thank you’ but by using the gifts He has given us fo help others.
m--lwdmmu;q«mmwbm
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This week in Nursery, our book focus has been ‘Room on the Broom’.

We have loved listening to the story, discussing the characters and using story
props to retell the main events. We have also revisited all the nursery rhymes we
have learnt this term, with the children showing excellent recall and joining in
enthusiastically! Our creative activities have included drawing pumpkins,
making collages and painting. On Tuesday afternoon, we enjoyed a lovely visit to
the school forest and allotment. We searched for the Gruffalo, talked about his
distinctive features and created our own wonderful clay Gruffalos. We then
explored the allotment and enjoyed seeing the chickens. What a wonderful first
half term we have had at St Stephen’s RC Nursery! The children have settled so
well, made lovely friendships and made a fantastic start to their learning journey.
Thank you for your continued support.

We wish all our families a lovely half-term break!

Reception

This week, we have been innovating our My Grandpa story. The children have
been using the original story as inspiration to create their own versions by
changing parts of the story and developing their own ideas. We have enjoyed
seeing their creativity and confidence grow as they become more familiar with
the story structure.

In Maths, we have been exploring subitising numbers 1, 2 and 3. The children
have been learning to recognise small quantities without needing to count each
object individually. We have also been practising different ways to represent
these numbers using objects, pictures and our fingers.

In RE, we have continued learning about Baptism. The children have been
exploring what happens during a Baptism and have been sequencing the
different stages of the celebration. We have been developing our understanding
of the special symbols and actions used during this important sacrament.




What an incredible end to our first half term in Year 1! We have loved seeing how
much the children have grown in confidence and independence since September.

This week, we continued developing our independent writing skills in English, writing
sentences inspired by [ Like It When.... In Maths, we explored decade numbers and
counted forwards and backwards to 100, giving our brains a real workout!

We also enjoyed our first Forest School session, where we transferred our plants into the
flower beds and explored the outdoor environment. The children particularly loved
creating clay snails, linking beautifully to our art work on spirals.

It was also a pleasure to meet so many parents at Parents’ Evening and celebrate the
fantastic progress the children are making. Thank you for all your support at home. We
really do see the difference it makes.

Have a wonderful half term break. We hope you all enjoy a well-earned rest, and we look
forward to welcoming everyone back for Autumn 2, refreshed and ready for more
learning!

What a wonderful week of learning!
This week, the children have been learning how to use the conjunction ‘and’ in

English and have been busy writing their own non-chronological reports all
about the Great Fire of London.

They have also been bringing their History unit to a close by creating beautiful
two-page spreads, summarising all the fantastic facts and knowledge they
have learnt about the Great Fire of London. We are so proud of the effort and
creativity they have shown!

In Maths, the children have completed their unit on addition and subtraction
within 10, developing their number skills and confidence along the way.

We hope everyone has a lovely, relaxing half-term break! We can’t wait to
welcome the children back after the holidays, refreshed and ready for even
more exciting learning and new adventures.

S READy o e pespecrrUL o BE S




As we come to the end of the first half term of the academic year, Year 3 have had
another busy yet enjoyable week. In Maths we have completed our place value unit
and secured our understanding of adding and subtracting multiples of 10. In English
we completed our unit on The Stone Age by writing a non-chronological report. We
were very impressed with the children’s use of coordinating conjunctions in their
independent writing! In History, for our final lesson of the unit, we compared hunter-
gatherers with early farmers and debated the positives and negatives of each. Most
of us wanted to be early Stone Age farmers as we preferred the steady food sources
from the farms! In RE, for our end of unit assessment, we wrote a letter to Mr Lavin,
explaining to him how we could be stewards of creation and sow beauty in our world
rather than destruction. For Fire Safety Week, we thought about how we could exit
our homes with a safe escape route. Finally, we rounded off our week with a fabulous
poetry reading with Joseph Coelho as part of the Manchester Literature Festival.
Question: Why should we buy fairtrade products in the supermarket?

Year 4 have worked incredibly hard this week, and it was lovely to meet so many of you at parents’
evening last night to celebrate how wonderfully well your children are getting on. In English, we
completed our independent non-chronological reports about Tutankhamun, including subheadings,
factual information and a range of simple, compound and complex sentences. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed this unit, and their enthusiasm has really shone through in their writing! In
Maths, we have extended our learning about measures, solving problems involving conversions and
interpreting graphs and bar charts to gather information. The children should be very proud of their
efforts! This afternoon, we took part in our Fire Safety Day, focusing on how to be safe, aware and
prepared. The children responded with thoughtful observations and showed great maturity when
discussing this important topic. In RE, we have explored how Abraham and his descendant Joseph
demonstrated their faith, trust and love in God. The children then wrote diary entries from Joseph’s
perspective while he was in prison. Well done, Year 4, for another fantastic week — we hope you
have a lovely and restful half term!

Question: If you hear the smoke alarm at home, what do you do?




| They say time flies when you’re having fun, and this term has certainly flown in Year 5! |
We are so proud of the children’s first term in Year 5 and already, we have seen a huge
improvement in their work, their maturity and their classroom routines. We look forward to
building on this after half term!
In English, we have been writing our own Dogman narrative, with a focus on using direct speech.
’ The children have thoroughly enjoyed writing these!
In Maths, we have been adding and subtracting decimal numbers using the column method, and
| we have been rounding to the nearest tenth.
In R.E, we have completed our ‘Creation and Covenant’ unit, by looking at the cardinal and
supernatural virtues.
We ended our week with our Fire Safety afternoon and we learnt about Sarah Parker Remond for
Black History Month.

Question: What is 2.76 rounded to the nearest tenth?

who have shown great maturity, independence, kindness and resilience. They have
embraced new challenges with enthusiasm and worked hard to become confident,
responsible members of our school community.
This week in English, the children have been writing non-chronological reports about
children during the Second World War, applying their knowledge of formal language and
colons to produce some fantastic writing. In maths, we have continued exploring
decimals, developing our understanding and practicing our problem-solving skills.
In RE, we have been exploring the opening 16 verses of John's Gospel, sharing thoughtful
| interpretations and reflecting on John's message. Today, we also came together for a
| special whole-school Mass before learning about fire safety at home and how to create a
household fire action plan.
Well done, Year 6, for such a brilliant start to the year! We are so proud of all you have
achieved and look forward to another exciting term of learning.

]’ What a fantastic first term it has been in Year 6! We are incredibly proud of the children,
|
|
|




What an amazing term we have had! The children have settled beautifully into
our school routines and come in each day with such happiness, enthusiasm and
growing confidence. We have had so much fun exploring our Gruffalo theme,
getting messy with our woodland-inspired messy play and enjoying our exciting
Forest School sessions, where the children have had wonderful opportunities to
explore and discover the world around them. It has also been fantastic to see
how much progress the children have made during our Bucket Time sessions,
with their attention and concentration developing so well as they engage with the
activities. We are especially proud to see the children growing in confidence
during our music and movement sessions, happily dancing, joining in with our
songs and copying the actions to their favourite dances. It has been ajoy to
watch their personalities shine, their confidence blossom and their love of
learning grow. We are so proud of all they have achieved this term and look
forward to another exciting term full of fun, exploration and special memories!

We have had a busy final week in Thrive before half term!

We have finished our book Whatever Next! and completed our
Colourful Semantics writing in Literacy.

We have looked at counting, counting on and prepositions in Maths.
We have had picnics and pumpkins in our Bucket and have painted
some beautiful self-portraits.

We had a lovely afternoon completing our Forest School projects
yesterday and are ready for our spooktacular Halloween themed Break
the Rules day today!

Have a lovely half term, everyone!
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