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It has been another busy and exciting week at St Stephen’s, with lots to celebrate across 
our school community!

A huge well done to Year 6HG for their wonderful class assembly this week. The children 
did themselves, their teachers and their families incredibly proud. Thank you to all the 
parents and carers who joined us – it is always lovely to welcome you into school and 
share these special moments together. 

Congratulations also to Year 6DF, who enjoyed two fantastic days of Bikeability this week. 
The children showed great enthusiasm, responsibility and determination as they 
developed their cycling skills and learned how to stay safe on the roads. Well done, Year 
6!

We certainly started the week with a bang! On Monday, the children enjoyed a brilliant 
Mad Science Assembly, which created lots of excitement and curiosity across school. It 
was fantastic to see the children so engaged and enthusiastic about science.

And we ended the week on an equally energetic note! Today, the children took part in a 
Rocksteady Music Assembly – and it is fair to say that St Stephen’s was rocking! 
The children had a fantastic time experiencing live music and finding out what it is like to 
be part of a band. Mrs Gibson has shared further information on ClassDojo for any 
children who would like to take this exciting opportunity further.

 HELLO YELLOW DAY 
Next Friday, we will also be joining schools and communities across the country in marking 
Hello Yellow Day, raising awareness of children and young people’s mental health.
We would love our children to wear something yellow to school – this could be a yellow 
jumper, T-shirt, socks, hair accessory or even something small!

We are asking families who are able to do so to make a £1 donation, which will go 
towards supporting mental health charities.

We hope to see St Stephen’s filled with yellow as we remind our children of an important 
message: it is okay to talk about how we feel, to look out for one another and to ask for 
help when we need it. 

Have a wonderful weekend, everyone, and we look forward to another great week at St 
Stephen’s!
Mr Lavin, Headteacher
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Week Beginning 5th October 2026

Date Event

07.10.26 Bikeability – 6HG

08.10.26 Bikeability – 6HG

08.10.26 5AL Class Assembly

09.10.26
Hello Yellow Day – wear 
something yellow - £1 
donation to charity

09.10.26 Years 4 and 5 Mass

Week Beginning 12th October 2026

Date Event

13.10.26 Stay and Pray – 6HG

14.10.26 Stay and pray – 6DF

15.10.26 Parents Evening

16.10.26 Whole School Mass

16.10.26 Years 3 Poetry Trip (AM)

16.10.26 Break the Rules Day

16.10.26 School closes for half term







Mission Statement

‘Love one another, as I have loved you.’ John 13:34 

WEBSITE: www.stsrcp.school     TEL: 0161 370 2071

#teamststephe
ns

St Stephen’s RCP Weekly Newsletter

‘Every child, every chance, every day!’

Dates for YOUR calendar BE READY |   BE RESPECTFUL |   BE SAFE  | 
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Heart to Heart with Fr Callistus: The Power of Encouragement

RSHE MEETING NEXT WEEK
Next week, Mrs Gibson will be holding an RSHE meeting for parents via zoom. 
This will be on Friday 9th October at 9.15am. Please see Class Dojo for further 

details.

This week out Caritas 
Award has been 

awarded to 6HG who 
showed great 

compassion during their 
Special Friends Visit.









This week in Reception, we have been exploring our new story My Grandpa. The 
children have enjoyed getting to know the characters and have worked together to 

identify and summarise some of the key parts of the story. We have been 
developing our speaking and listening skills by talking about what happened and 

sharing our ideas about the characters. 
In maths, we have been exploring size, capacity and mass through practical 

activities, comparing objects that are big and small, heavy and light and 
containers that are full and empty. The children have enjoyed getting hands-on 

and using the new mathematical vocabulary when describing what they noticed. 
In RE, we have been learning about prayer and practised how to make the Sign of 

the Cross, discussing how this is an important part of our Catholic faith.

This week in Nursery, we have loved singing our phonics nursery rhyme, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’, and identifying sounds from the rhyme. 

In Maths, we have continued exploring colours through matching activities, colour 
songs and a colour hunt in our outdoor area. We have also been busy developing our 

pencil control through lots of mark-making and Funky Fingers activities. Particular 
favourites have been moving scarves to music and taking part in ‘Squiggle Whilst You 

Wiggle’, making marks on large sheets of paper to our favourite songs. 
In RE, we have continued to follow the story of Creation and have enjoyed singing ‘Sing 

Hosanna’, ‘He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands’ and ‘If I Were a Butterfly’. 
During our Celebration of the Word, we learnt about Saint Francis of Assisi, his love for 
Jesus and how he thanked God for the animals. Together, we talked about ways to care 
for animals and why showing kindness to them is important, before making the sign of 

the cross and sharing a prayer. It has been another wonderful week of learning, 
exploring and enjoying our time together in Nursery!



We have had another busy and enjoyable week in Year 1. In English, we started our new book, 
I Like It When..., and practised our writing by writing a dictated sentence.

We then used our phonics knowledge to write a dictated sentence, focusing on applying our 
reading and spelling skills independently. In Phonics, we began Phase 5 learning and were 
introduced to the new digraphs ay, ou, oy and ea, practising reading and spelling words 

containing these new sounds. In Maths, we have been exploring numbers to 20 by making, 
representing and ordering them in different ways, helping to deepen our understanding of 

place value and number patterns. In Science, we continued to nurture and observe our plants, 
carefully monitoring their progress and discussing the changes we have noticed since planting 

our seeds. In RE, we learned about Laudato Si' and discussed how we can care for God's 
creation by looking after the world around us. In History, we learned about our current 

monarch and explored monarchs from throughout history, ordering them on a timeline. We 
also thoroughly enjoyed the Mad Science assembly this week, where we watched exciting 

experiments and had the opportunity to see science in action up close.

Question: Who is our current monarch?

This week in Year 2, we have started an exciting new English unit all about the 
Great Fire of London, which links beautifully with our History learning. We have 
been learning about Samuel Pepys and exploring how he recorded what 
happened during the Great Fire, as well as developing our understanding of main 
clauses. In Maths, we have been practising addition and subtraction to 100, 
using our knowledge of tens and ones to help us solve calculations confidently. 
In RE, we have been thinking about our community and discussing the things we 
can do to make it a better place. We have also explored some of the things that 
may be harming our community and thought carefully about how we could help 
to resolve these problems. It has been a busy week of learning, thinking and 
sharing ideas, and we are very proud of the enthusiasm Year 2 have shown.

Question: What did Samuel Pepys say about the Great fire of London?
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This week, Year 4 have worked extremely hard and should be very proud of their 
achievements. 

In English, we concluded our learning on ‘Pigeon: Impossible’ by editing and publishing our 
independent writing from last week. We have now begun our new unit on Tutankhamun, 

where the children will be writing non-chronological reports about his life. 
On Tuesday, we enjoyed a fantastic History Day, exploring the pyramids and analysing sources 

to discover why they were built, their significance, and what they can tell us about the lives 
and beliefs of Ancient Egyptians. We then investigated Tutankhamun, learning about the 

discovery of his tomb, the treasures found inside and what these artefacts can tell us about 
the young king. 

In Maths, we completed our unit on addition and subtraction with exchanging and have begun 
exploring place value using practical resources and mathematical games. 

In Guided Reading, we have been exploring Canticle of the Sun for St Francis Celebration 
Week and practising our recitation and intonation. Well done, Year 4!

Question: Can you list 3 items discovered in the tomb of Tutankhamun?

We have had another busy yet enjoyable week in Year 3. At the start of the week, in 
English, we started our new unit where the children will be writing non-chronological 

reports about what life was like in the Stone Age. Over the course of the week, we have 
looked at using different coordinating conjunctions in compound sentences about Stone 
Age life. This work also linked nicely with our History topic, where we investigated the 

impact of farming on the Stone Age way of life. In Maths, we have completed our 
second unit of work on place value. We used number facts to 20 and partitioning 

strategies to add and subtract multiples of 10. We also represented 3 digit multiples of 
10 in different ways and used Base 10 to support our understanding. In Science, we 

enjoyed completing two fair tests, exploring the hardness and permeability of different 
rocks, including slate, marble, granite, sandstone and chalk. We made predictions and 

recorded our results carefully! Finally, in RE, we continued with our work on Creation by 
studying St. Francis’ Canticle of Creation. We then wrote our own canticles, celebrating 

all the things in God’s Creation we are most grateful for.
Question: Which rock would you use to build a castle and why?



Type here 

What an exciting week it's been for both our classes this week! The highlight for 6DF has been our 
Bikeability course which we took part in on Wednesday and Thursday. The children have all 

developed their confidence in riding as well as their awareness and road safety. 
6HG put on a fantastic Class Assembly, with all of the children demonstrating what they have learned 
so far this year. We are very proud of how brave and confident the children were, and it was lovely 

to see so many of you coming to support them.
In Maths, we have been concentrating on redistribution within additive problems. This then allowed 

us to calculate unknowns in equations by using these mental strategies.
In English, we have been editing and publishing our final pieces of writing from Lava. The children 

have demonstrated their critical eye for detail and their  presentation skills throughout.
Our R.E. work centred on the consequences coming from The Fall. This involved analysing scripture 

and then considering how the relationship between God and humans changed from this point.
Question: How could redistribution be used to calculate the unknown in this equation:

26 + 39 = 30 + ?

We have had another busy week in Year 5! 
In English, we have been reading Dogman and we have been focusing on direct speech in 
our writing. The children have been revising how to punctuate direct speech and we have 

been completing lots of activities to practise this. 
In Maths, we have been ordering  decimal numbers with hundredths. We have also started 

to solve problems involving these, while converting between centimetres and metres. 
In R.E, we learnt Jesus’ summary of God’s commandments. The children identified God’s 

Greatest commandments of loving God and loving your neighbour. The children have been 
looking at examples of these commandments being broken, and they have explained what 

they could do to show the common good in these situations. 
Science has been a highlight of the week; we have been testing the conductivity of 

materials by using electrical circuits. We built on this at the end of the week by conducting 
a fair test. 

Question: How many centimetres are in 1 metre?
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We have had another busy and fun-filled week in TLC 
Foundations! The children have enjoyed taking part 
in a variety of activities, including fine motor 
challenges, beautiful leaf printing and creating 
sensory bottles. We have also been developing our 
early maths skills through colour matching and 
numicon matching activities. It has been lovely to 
see the children exploring, learning and building 
their confidence through play.

This week Thrive have been very busy!
We are improving our playdough making skills 
(adults included!) and have been using our Maths, 
Fine Motor Skills and Communication to build on our 
shortbread making skills.
We are continuing with our recount of Whatever Next 
and some children even shared their work with Miss 
Dempsey!
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